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McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8. 709] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 709) for the relief of Stephen A. Spilios, having considered the 


same, reports favorably thereon with amendments and recommends 


that the bill, as amended, do pass. 
AMENDMENTS 


1. On line 4, immediately following the name “Spilios’”’ insert the 


following: “‘, also known as Stephen A. Harrison,”’. 
2. Amend the title to read ‘‘A bill for the relief of Stephen A 


Spilios, also known as Stephen A. Harrison’ 
PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant the status of perma- 
nent residence in the United States to Stephen A. Spilios, also known 
as Stephen A. Harrison. The bill provides for an appropriate quota 
deduction and for the payment of the required visa fee and head tax. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 23-year-old native and citizen of 
Greece who last entered the United States as a visitor on December 7, 
1946, under contract to Monogram Studios Corp. in Los Angeles, 
Calif. He resides in Los Angeles with his uncle, Mr. Peter S. Harri- 
son, who is the publisher of a movie review service known as Harrison’s 
He has received commendations for his help to the American 


Reports. 
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Mission in Greece and is presently attending the University of Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles where his professors speak very highly of him. 

A letter dated March 29, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 


Marcu 29, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 709) for the relief of Stephen A. 
Spilios, an alien. 

The bill would provide that Stephen A. Spilios shall be considered to have been 
lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the date of 
its enactment, upon payment of the required visa fee and head tax. It would also 
direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control officer to deduct one 
number from the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Stephen A. Spilios, also known as Stephanos Anastasios Spilios and 
Stephen A. Harrison, is a native and citizen of Greece, having been born in 
Salonica, Macedonia, on October 12, 1928. He entered the United States at the 
port of Chicago, Ill., on December 7, 1946, via airplane, in possession of a non- 
immigrant visa, issued under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act of 1924, and 
was admitted for 6 months until June 28, 1947. It appears that his purpose in 
coming to this country was to perform a contract with the Monogram Studio 
Corp. in Los Angeles, Calif., as an actor. He was granted an extension of his 
temporary stay until March 14, 1948, but his application for a further extension 
was denied. On October 4, 1948, a warrant of arrest in deportation proceedings 
was issued against him, on the ground that he had remained in the United States 
for a longer time than permitted after admission as a visitor. Proceedings to 
enforce his departure, however, were ordered deferred pending consideration of 
8S. 3774 and H. R. 4479, Eighty-first Congress, and this bill. 

The files further reflect that Mr. Spilios resides in Los Angeles with his uncle, 
Mr. Pete Harrison, who is the publisher of Harrison’s Report, a movie review 
service. Mr. Harrison has stated that he is able and willing to support his nephew 
until such time as he is able to adjust his immigration status and obtain work in 
motion pictures. The alien has been commended for his help to the American 
Mission in Greece, and for his assistance to the United States Government in a 
case in the United States district court in San Francisco. The record also 
indicates that he was hospitalized for a total of approximately 11 months during 
1947 and 1948, receiving treatment for tuberculosis. According to last informa- 
tion, his private physician reported his condition to be improved. 

The quota of Greece, to which fhe alien is chargeable, is oversubscribed for 
many years and a visa is not readily obtainable, but the record fails to present 
considerations justifying the enactment of special legislation which would grant 
him a preference over the many other aliens in foreign countries who, in compli- 
ance with the law, remain abroad and await their turn for the issuance of an 
immigration visa. To enact this bill might serve to encourage other aliens who 
are unable to obtain immigration visas because of the oversubscription of quotas 
to enter the United States as nonimmigrants and then remain here, endeavoring to 
obtain an advantage over those who comply with the general immigration laws. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of this 
measure, 

Yours sincerely, 
Pryton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Harley M. Kilgore, the author of the bill, has submitted a 
number of letters and documents in connection with the case, among 
which are the following: 

Los ANapLEs, Caurr., March 27, 1952. 
To the Judiciary Committee of the Senate of the United States: 


GENTLEMEN: In behalf of Senate bill 5. 709 introduced in the Senate by 
Senator Kilgore, of West Virginia, for the relief of Stephen A. Spilios, also known 
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as Stephen Harrison, I desire to submit the following facts to your honorable body 
for your consideration: 

1. An affidavit from his grand uncle which shows that a distinct hardship 
would result in case this young man had to leave this country. 

2. An affidavit signed by James T. Harakos, an agent of the OSS, showing 
that Stephen Spilios rendered valuable service to the American occupation forces 
while he was still a resident of Greece. 

3. On July 25, 1949, an agent of the Immigration Department at Los Angeles, 
Calif., Mr. Jack D. Price, made an investigation of this case at the request of the 
Department. His report alone would warrant this committee in taking favorable 
action on this bill. 

Mr. Price cited the fact that Stephen had a clear record in Greece and that the 
FBI had given him a clear record in this country. He cited the high standing of 
Peter 8. Harrison, his grand uncle, and the high moral character of Stephen. 
He cited his work for the American occupation forces in Greece and also told 
of services rendered by his uncle and himself, in harboring an important Govern- 
ment witness in the case of the United States versus Harry Bridges, for which 
they were highly commended by Mr. Bruce Barber, district supervisor at San 
Francisco and agent John Heldring, at Los Angeles. 

The writer applied for a certified copy of this report which is in the files of the 
Immigration Department here in Washington, D. C., but the Department refused 
on the grounds it would violate an order of the Attorney General covering these 
matters, but assured me they would be glad to furnish it to your committee upon 
request. 

For the committee’s information and not by way of complaint, let me point 
out that when the Department of Justice made an adverse report on the bill the 
file containing the foregoing information was lodged in the office of the Com- 
missioner of Immigration and the Department’s report was written wholly without 
reference thereto. 

4. Stephen has been a student at the University of Los Angeles, at Los Angeles, 
since 1950. I am attaching his scholastic record which speaks for itself. Prof. 
Clifford H. Prator, foreign student adviser, and other professors at this uni- 
versity have stated to the writer that Stephen has been a bulwark against 
the Communist influence that had infiltrated the university after the war, that 
because of his experience under the Communist regime in Greece he was able to 
speak from first-hand knowledge, and that his influence has created a much more 
favorable condition than existed when he entered the university. 

The writer came to Washington from Los Angeles at my own expense, and with 
no thought of monetary reward, in the belief that this country would be benefited 
by the admission of a young man of Stephen’s high character and ideals. 

I am also enclosing a recent photograph of Stephen; any judge of character 
can see this stamped on his countenance. 

In his behalf and in behalf of his grand uncle, who to my mind is one of the 
most thorough Americans I have ever known, I respectfully submit this brief and 
attached affidavits and ask that you give this matter favorable consideration, 
based solely on the record. 

Respectfully submitted. 

NEAL J. BoYLe, 
Attorney of Record. 





AFFIDAVIT 
STaTE or CALIFORNIA, 
County of Los Angeles, ss: 

Peter S. Harrison, a resident of Los Angeles, Calif., deposes and says: 

That I am the grand uncle of Stephen A. Spilios, for whom a special bill (No. 
8. 709) has been introduced in the Senate of the United States. 

That I am the sole owner of a certain trade paper, catering to the motion 
picture theater owners of the United States and Canada. This paper is titled 
‘Harrison’s Reports.” That the paper is published in the city of New York, 
where I maintain offices in the R. K. O. Building. 

That I receive a net income from this publication of about $7,500 per year. 
That I am the owner of real and personal property in Los Angeles, Calif., of the 
value of $35,000 free of encumbrance. 

That I am 73 years of age, and in the course of events will have to relinquish 
the active management of my business, and that I am training my grandnephew, 
— A. Spilios, also known as Stephen Harrison, to take over my business 
affairs. 
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That I have made a will in which I have made him my sole heir to my real and 
personal property and have given him an undivided one-half interest in the 
publishing company, having given the other one-half interest to my New York 
manager, Al Picoult. 

That he is my only relative in this country. 

(Signed) Perer S. Harrison. 


Peter 8. Harrison, personally known to me, appeared before me and stated that 
he has read the foregoing, and swears to the truth thereof. 


fsa] Eveene L, Hines, 
Notary Public in and for the State of California, 


My commission expires May 20, 1953. 


AFFIDAVIT 
State or CALIFORNIA, 
County of Los Angeles, ss: 
To: Department of Justice, Washington, D. C. 

GENTLEMEN: I first met Mr. Steve Harrison in Salonica, Greece, in August of 
1944 when I was sent into Greece during the German occupation by my organiza- 
tion, FEA, Bureau of Economic Welfare, under the auspices of OSS. When I set 
up my office for economic intelligence he was recommended to me by Capt. Alex 
Georgiades, United States Army OSS, and Lt. Costa Covaras, United States OSS, 
as reliable and to bé trusted with any work in my office as he had been with the 
American Mission in Greece for over a year. He had an excellent record with them 
and had many times been of invaluable service to the Mission in assisting them in 
their work. 

I employed him as my interpreter, and when Greece was liberated in October 
of 1944 and I became Special Assistant to the Chief of the UNRRA Mission, I 
recommended Steve for a position with the regional office of UNRRA in Salonica. 

Since I was responsible for his position I kept in close touch with his superiors 
as to his character and work. His work and conduct were so good that when I 
became head of Greek war relief and American Relief Agency in Greece under 
the aegis of the State Department, I had him transferred to my organization in 
the Public Relations Department. He came into Athens on September of 1946 
and left our employ when he came to the States in December of 1946. 

During this period that I knew him I can vouch for his honesty, integrity, moral 
character, and his democratic beliefs. 

His work with the American Mission, as related to me by Captain Georgiades 
and Lieutenant Covaras of the OSS, was very helpful to the American Mission in 
Greece and his courage and assistance, coupled with his loyalty to the Mission, 
helped our operations in their successful reports. 

Very truly yours, 
James T. Harakas. 

P. S.—In Greece I knew him under the name of Stephan A. Spelios which I 
understand he changed to Harrison when he arrived in the United States, taking 
the name of his uncle. 

I first went overseas with the State Department in February 1942, assigned to 
Portugal, and later that year went to north Africa; from there I was transferred 
to FEA, Bureau of Economic Intelligence, and again transferred to UNRRA 
and again transferred to the State Department in January 1946, and was the 
administrative officer for the Mission that was sent to Greece to supervise the 
elections on March 31, 1946. 

Upon the completion of that assignment I was given a leave of absence by 
the State Department to take over the directorship of the Greek War Relief 
Association and returned to the States in March of 1947. 

I am still on leave of absence from the State naan as I am assigned to 
the president of the Greek War Relief Association, Mr. William G. Helis. 


JamMEs T. HARAKAS. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 19th day of April 1949. 


T. W. TRANSsoN, 
Notary Public in and for the County of Los Angeles, State of California. 


My commission expires June 10, 1949. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, 
Los Angeles, Calif., April 14, 1952. 
Hon Patrick A. McCarran, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Senator McCarran: I should like to offer such evidence as I can which 
may be of value to you in your decision upon the case of Mr. Stephen Spilios, 
who has been a student at the University of California at Los Angeles under the 
name of Stephan Harrison. 

Harrison studied under me in a course entitled ‘“‘The History and Criticism of 
American Public Address.”” This course was a survey of the great political, 
religious, and educational speakers in this country from 1620 up to the adminis- 
tration of Theodore Roosevelt. It was a matter of extreme satisfaction to me to 
note the avid interest and the enthusiasm manifested by Mr. Harrison in this 
course. By study and application Mr. Harrison developed an insight into and an 
appreciation of American traditions which would have done credit to any of my 
native-born students. He participated in discussions and on occasion made 
speeches of his own in- the class which demonstrated this interest and insight 
quite fully. 

I understand that other members of the university wil] be writing to you on his 
behalf. I am sure you will find unanimity of feeling to the effect that Harrison 
has been a responsible, likable, and energetic young man. I amsure my colleagues 
will feel that Harrison would become a worth-while and contributing American 
citizen, if given the privilege. 

It is a hazardous business for a professor to make either a positive assertion or a 
denial of the presence of any subversive or Communist activities in any of his 
students. However, I have seen no single item oar sign in Mr. Harrison which 
could in any way suggest such characteristics in him. I believe he is genuinely 
democratic and American in his loyalties and affections. 

I recommend him to your serious consideration in the hope that you may see fit 
to lend the weight of your position to an endorsement of his appeal for the privilege 
of American citizenship. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Raupxw Ricuarpson, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor, Department of English. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 709), as amended, should be enacted. 


O 





